Dear friend Orsstes, 



5/20/75 



After receiving your letter of March 21 I answered on the 27th, explaining what 
was keeping me busy and that I could make out enough of your letter to tell me that 
I had better be careful and understand it clearly before answering it. Not to treat 
what I could make out with a dictionary. 

Perhaps your papers carried the A? story Sunday on wha* I obtained from one of 
those suits. Ii the Sunday paper carried it (the date it was to have been oublished) 
Id appreciate a copy. 

I am due in court tomorrow on the second. The FBI is playing games with this 
evidence, the court and me and I have to get to work promptly to help my lawyer Jim 
expose them. 

^ * lave heen sick. It was serious but really was net bad on me except that it 
ief t me weak. I had pneumonia and pleurisy. It happened when I was away from home, 
which was worse. And now that I am better the weakness is a real problem because things 
like grass and weeds are growing as well as flowers and I have to mow them down. I have 
ii riding aowers t t’O'fch oust repaired and neither working after repair! So, I have 
all this work to do with a worn-out push mower. It can be very hard and it is because'” 

1 was not able to mow when the grass and weeds just started to grow. What 1 have to 
do ±3 work perhaps 30 minutes and then stop and rest for an hour or more. So, with 
5 acres, I m pushed for time to push! And still do anything else. 

Although I am supposed to get more sleep, I got up early to prepare some memos 
for my lawyer to use in court and to answer your letter because 1 now have a trans- 
lation of it. 

I do with you would use your tape recorder. You could tell me more and I could 
listen to it while I drive. For example. I'll have to drive for more than two hours 
tomorrow, to and from Washington. When I'm on the open road it is safe to listen. While 
1 have a little trouble with your accent, I do make it out and I learn more from you 
this was, as in the past. Nobody ever writes all that is in his memory. When I take 
my wife to the grocery store, I can listen to tapes while she shops. Listening takes 
more time for me than reading but it gives me more information, which I want. 

todd me things I did not know and about which I would like to know more, 
ay be also X forgot some. X do not remember that ^ knew there were two different 
printing operations at 115 Decatur, Grad's and Kelvin's. I thought it was all one as 
now remember it. What was Grad in the Army and what do you think was done in his 
press that you cannot prove? 

A ^ who ^ an informant told me of being inside that building. As I remember 
it he tola me that at the back of the second floor there were things indicating work 
i or the CIA, with big maps of °uba on the walls or doors, fie also told me that Grad 
was able to do printing other plants could not do.Can you tell me more of tl is? 

You say "Mr. Melvin was also working for the CIA." What was Melvin's first nam» 
and what work did he do for the CIA? wan you tell me what kind of counterfeit money 
he printed? For what country? 



rhen you say that as soon as Garrison started up they closed the original faffiji 
plant. Is .his the case you told me about, the truck in the alley all of a sudden? 

If you can tell me more it could be helpful. And the name of toe second Melvin who 
then went to work for Grad? 2 take it that with this cover the same kind of work, 
more or less, continued under Grad? For the GIA? 

I am aware that you now are not afraid, but I'd appreciate it if you would tell 
me what xt is that you knew. 



You are right about Garrison. I suppose it is when you realized this that you 
stopped seeing me for a while. I did not understand him when I first went there but 
later I came to know the truth. But when I did and told you in a certain way, I think 
you had doubts. Remember when I told you that I was independent, that I did not work 
for him? This was always true but by then I had come to understand that he was not 
doing. good work and that even the good people he had working for him were without 
experience in this particular kind of work. 




H f r * ot Personal criticism of them because I would be lost in thoir kind of 

work, regular police work. 

Th„ ? ith ° f tha ! I x had 3 deCOnt relationahi P “d some did keep their words, 

fhus I could have protected you as I did others because we had a working relationshiu 

uate > thin for you. It was the time I was there before that night vour tires were 
slashed. Uhat woman was un pcco loco but she also had good information for me.) 

Wheil T°, tt 887 " Kr * Rarrisoli did- not desire that you should he in Ife*, Orleans" 
you have special reasons I would like to know them. I knew some. One he was jealous 
©cause i. die tangs lie ant his people could or did not, Another is because I did 
t ass T and tell him how great he was while he was making a mess of it. 
ino.her is Jia- I stopped some of his messes and cleaned others up after he made 
thj. let another ic that he did not understand some things and stoS s^f 
oik when I explained it to him in confidence because he did not understand it^nd 

of hew USe t £ my9elf * Stiil allother is that he had friends from out 

, *1 a.io who cud. no- like me. X cculd go on. 1 knew. But there also were 

S tt- 7 °?* in f udin * '°y that F*to W. If you would take the time 
to ^Plain fcnese things it could be helpful to my understanding and to the work I 
am stilx doing. I will when I can return to the work I was doing then in Orleans, 
i nave tnat bock partly written but have had to lay it aside. I really would like to 
be able to us® all you know and have not told me in it when I can get back to it. 

~ e t° very helpful in that work and I believe you icnsw more that you did not tell 

the 1 1 neV8r asked * Y0U when were talking about the pressures 

uied W t* S d 70U SVer W ° r haVB ^hing to do with a former agent 

S d M w ® i °\ 0r *; “ d Wdl1 V ^ ie31 Sriffin or Sriffen? i'he second one 

”” a * Wr ’ a aiwiK “ r *- ; *> 

, bf5li ®7 9 1 ^ that you S° t your Passport in the Customs building. What I 
do not moeBoer Rowing is thai they could be obtained elsewhere in „es Orleans. 

Ll” t 5,°L ? ;»yf ij sht * tr “® thi -® 5 b *“c *»• “ *, „„ t 

If I never told you, one of my problems with Garrison was his nutty idea that 

S / r ° m the hard WOrk you did ^ d travelled you had to be 
so-, kind of agent! He actually believed this and had people working on it I -tn=ii v 
got hit. to drop It. U the kind of fooUshneea on »h!ch tiy 

ruined themselves. But none dared stand up to him. This made me more unwelcome when 
I did. (S 0 me ox them asked me to do this when they were afraid to.) 

and £Z\t° y0U mmi « ea you ” Ife *»«« that things have changed a kfcfc Little" 
and base ^ thxa on a meeting you had with one I take to be louis Ivon. I suppose ^ouls 
is back late regular police now. de is the one in Jim’s office fo- whomfhad most 
respect, xf tnxs conversation was not confidential, I would like to w.^ wha > it is 

1 ° £*“ fl s ?“*•• * lik ‘ d “<>*• s. «.d tlti) 1 5 

I. by .ar the moat competent Garrison had cnlj Garrison kept him too busy with crasv 
hinga. Louis is not a lawyer but alone, with help he could boss, lie could and would 
have done a better job than was done. I don’t see how he out up with what he did. 

. Y ° U f?’ 0 r i gh 7’ truth does °ver all things, but the question is how to 

ring truth out. It now cannot be done in court in hew Orleans. However, it can in 
other ways. For example, and please keep this confidential, there ar- Members of 
^engross in touch with me. I’d like Jo know these things you have S'm^d o that 

IrtSVT. 10 opp r“" it7 1 “• «>»• « «£ 2££2? 

r??** 7 iG COiaiIlg apart * 1 *“* 1 tJdaic ' doing much to this end 3m court 
^ Waohington. (l ve now won five suits on this alone against the government.) So 
while there is no cry of knowing, if you would tall me these thiags° peihaps I could 




2 



use the information this way, in court up here. Without knowing it, naturally, I 
cannot. And I do think the only practical way is for you to talk it, on tape. 

'Was not ohn the lawyer who you had when the FBI was giving you trouble, when 
you were before the Warren Commission? (Remember I sent you their files on you, even 
showing the time they spent on you?) If you can not get this data back from him, 
can you tell me in detail what it was? If ho gave it to them I may be able to get 
it or help you get it. Ibis is not impossible. 

It is not now possible for my friend Jim to leave and will not be for a while 
because of earlier and extensive commitments he has made as a lawyer. He has to do 
his work in court here because he has no choice. I have long wanted him to file some 
collection cases for me in Hew York but it simply has not been possible, much as I 
need the money out of which I've been cheated. So, the only way is for me to know and 
go over with him and then we try to do it In court here. So, let me known febout 

those two bureau chiefs. I do not believe you ever mentioned them. If you did, not 

in detail or I've forgotten and I do not think I would. I knew only that one was 
behind the dirty things being done to you, the one there at the end of 1963 and 
into 1964. 

Really the only practical way ifi for you to let me know these things because 
I can t go down there ©ow. And not only because I do not have the money. You have 
been my friend, you have trusted me, so I think you know that we ar-, still friends, 
that I value the help you give, and that you can still trust me. 

I know that you are not afraid as i know when you were (and had reason to be) 

and as 1 know when you reached you r decision (after that first a uto accident, when 
you got the Cadillac). Am I not right? You were also afraid when your wife was 
pre giant and there was that other accident, but what man would not be afraid for a 
pregnant wife and the unborn baby? 

All the tapes of our previous interviews are safe and secure for when I can 
return to that writing. This is the one way what you know can be preserved. Please 
do it this way again, only without me there to ask questions. I can write you 
questions afterward if I have any. 

Orestes, I have taken this time beginning before daylight when I should not 
be getting so little rest while I am recovering and in preference to the work I've 
postponed that I need for court tomorrow because I know you can be helpful and 
because you have been and because you may not only know what you say but can also 
give me information that my fit with work I have done that you do not know. One 
little fact that may mean nothing to you may fit with what I have done or with 
records I have obtained from the government. 

I do hope you will take the time to do this. 

If you see ^ouis again please remember me to him. 

% best wishes to you. Y 0 u have been a good friend and I prise it. 

Sincerely, 



Harold Weisberg 




